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The past few years have been marked by a transition into a new phase of research that focuses on
the genome as a whole. The increasing availability of affordable next generation sequencing
makes it easier for laboratories to engage in genomic research. The ethical, legal and social
concerns previously associated with targeted genetic research are amplified by the magnitude
and types of information generated by large-scale genomic sequencing. Concerns that had been
rare are becoming more prevalent and more complex, and institutional review boards (IRBs) are
being called upon to review the ethics of research involving the use of these emergent, cutting
edge technologies in research with human subjects prior to the development of ethical consensus
and regulatory guidance about the use of these technologies. This talk will discuss the ethical
issues raised by next-generation genomic research, focusing on the complicated questions related
to the management of incidental or secondary findings that have potential health or reproductive
importance and are discovered in the course of conducting research but are beyond the aims of
the study.
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